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1. Welcome Speech 

 
Welcome to the Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences at the City University of 
Macau! We are excited to have you here as students in the Doctor's program in Applied 
Linguistics. As you strive for excellence in your studies and academic research, we 
understand that you may encounter challenges and difficulties along the way. In addition 
to seeking guidance from your professors and administrative staff, we have compiled this 
handbook specifically for the Applied Linguistics program, which provides you with 
information about the regulations and requirements regarding your studies. 
 
We strongly encourage you to read this handbook thoroughly and abide by the rules and 
regulations of the university and the faculty during your time here. By dedicating yourself 
and achieving outstanding results, we believe you will successfully complete your studies. 
Furthermore, we encourage each of you to showcase your unique linguistic talents and 
innovative thinking, contributing to breakthroughs and advancements in the field of 
Applied Linguistics. Let us work together, grow together, and embark on a fulfilling 
journey in the realm of linguistics studies. 
 
Please note the following while using this handbook: 

1. The contents of this handbook are limited to the regulations and corresponding 
interpretations governing the university and faculty's learning management 
protocols but do not encompass the full scope of applicable directives. For any 
other guidelines on your studies, please liaise with the relevant administrative 
departments of the university. 

2. The teaching management regulations referenced within this handbook may be 
subject to revision throughout your studies, and the university may also elect to 
introduce new teaching management policies. The faculty will endeavour to 
supplement and refine the handbook promptly, and we kindly request that you 
remain attentive towards the latest notifications published on the websites of the 
university and faculty. 

3. Should you encounter any questions in the course of using this handbook, please 
liaise promptly with the faculty administrator and the Academic Affairs Office 
of the university. 

 
Admin Office  
Location：Tai Fong Building T232; Email：fhss@cityu.mo; Tel: 85902752 

 
Academic Affairs Office  
Location：Administration Building A101; Email: aao@cityu.mo; Tel: 85902906 

 
Office Hours: 
Monday- Friday, 9:00 - 12:45, 12:45 - 18:00 
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2. Programme Introduction 
 

This doctoral degree in Applied Linguistics aims to cultivate researchers to be able to 
produce original studies which contribute to the knowledge and practice in the field of 
applied linguistics. Applied Linguistics is a multidisciplinary field in social sciences 
which draws on advanced knowledge of language to understand and solve problems in 
real world contexts in which language plays significant roles. Successful candidates will 
be future leaders and workforce for higher education, senior management and other 
relevant fields. The programme contains nine compulsory modules. They focus on 
preparing doctoral candidates to understand different theories and perspectives in applied 
linguistics fields so that they are able to study various research approaches and methods 
to design their own investigations. In Year One, they need to complete the first 7 modules; 
and in the first term of Year Two, they need to complete the remaining 2 modules. They 
are expected to think critically and independently. Through the initial stages of training 
in the compulsory modules, they are able to successfully produce their thesis and defend 
it in the viva voce under the guidance of their individual supervisors. 
 

2.1 Expected Learning Outcomes 
1. Be confident and competent in research; 
2. Be able to solve real world language-related problems by using the 

knowledge and skills from the programme; 
3. Be able to think evaluatively and work creatively with the finalized thesis 

as an example; 
4. Be able to lead future team members effectively with their strong 

communication ability in multi-disciplinary and multi-cultural settings. 
 

2.2 Future job opportunities for Graduates 
1. Be a faculty staff member and researcher in higher education. 
2. Work for international high-tech companies. 
3. Research work in language and communication related healthcare settings. 
4. Work for the government engaging in international and multi-cultural 

settings. 
5. Be leaders and decision-makers for professional workforces. 
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3. Programme Regulations 
 
3.1 The normal study period for a full-time doctoral programme is 3 years. If 

a student fails to complete his/ her study plan on time, he/ she can apply 
for an extension, but the maximum duration of the doctoral programme 
cannot exceed 7 years. In special cases, the maximum period of study can 
be extended to 8 years. 

3.2 Students who are unable to attend classes for a period of time because of 
illness or other reasons can apply for deferment of studies with their 
respective Faculties. 

3.3 Students who apply for deferment of studies should settle all fees 
required. The application should be submitted within the normal study 
period with proof documents (e.g., medical certificate) and/or a letter of 
explanation attached. 

3.4 The deferral period is counted on a semester/academic-year basis. The 
maximum period for deferment of studies is not beyond two academic 
years. 

3.5 After an application for deferment of studies is approved, their courses 
enrolled for the following semester will be cancelled. 

3.6 The period of deferment is not counted towards the study period. 
3.7 Students should apply for resumption of studies with their respective 

Faculties before the end date of the deferment period. Students who fail to 
do so will be suspended from the University. 

3.8 Students are generally not allowed to attend classes or participate in other 
student activities during the deferment period. 

 
4. Programme Setting 

 
The doctoral candidates can apply for the doctoral degree of the City University of 
Macau under the condition that they have passed the viva, obtained the total 42 
credits listed below and followed all the regulations of the university. 

 

Compulsory Studies 

Subject Hours Credits 

Key Elements Of Doctoral Studies In Applied Linguistics 45 3 

Current Perspectives And Critiques In Applied Linguistics 45 3 

Developing Research Themes In Applied Linguistics 45 3 

Research Approaches And Ethical Issues 45 3 
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Research Methods And Practices In Applied Linguistics 45 3 

Evaluating Concepts And Cases In Applied Linguistics 45 3 

Analysing Research Data 45 3 

Framing And Debating Research Proposals In Applied 
Linguistics 

45 3 

Presenting And Publishing Research 45 3 

Thesis - 15 

 

 

5. Course Introduction 

基礎科目Basic Modules 

1. 應用語言學博士課程及研究要素 
Key Elements of Doctoral Studies in Applied Linguistics (3 Credits) 
This module gives a theoretical and practical overview of the programme by 
examining key features of what helps to make successful completion of doctoral 
studies. It enables participants to understand and manage the conception of 
‘doctorateness’, which is inherently linked to all modules in the programme. 
Seminar discussion materials will include consideration of both published guidance 
and personal narrative accounts of doctoral students. Participants will gain 
knowledge and insight, and receive guidance from experienced researchers and 
supervisors, regarding relevant advanced academic study so that they can envisage 
and understand how to reach important staging-posts. Participants will be 
supported to attend to a holistic approach to managing both practical aspects, such 
as time-management and meeting intermediate goals, and professional-personal 
dimensions of academic, social, emotional and personal features of the doctoral 
journey. One outcome of this module is for participants to produce a workable plan 
for the whole period of doctoral study and to demonstrate their independent 
competence in learning and research.  
 

 
2. 應用語言學前沿觀點及評論 

Current Perspectives and Critiques in Applied Linguistics (3 Credits) 
Applied linguistics is a field in which multi- and inter-disciplinary perspectives are 
frequently employed by different researchers and professional practitioners to 
solve real world problems or to advance theory and practice. Such perspectives are 
often located within cognitive, social, cultural, affective, and moral ways of 
viewing language in real use. Through examining existing and relevant literature, 
we expect doctoral students to critically evaluate theories and research approaches 
for them to explore innovative and original ideas for their own interested topics of 
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research. In this module a representative range of linguistic, psychological, 
sociolinguistic, linguistic anthropological, educational, and indigenous 
perspectives on language-related research are examined to evaluate different 
purposes and stances adopted. Different perspectives are seen in published papers 
and accounts of investigations, which are discussed and critiqued. Participants will 
understand and be able to explain different perspectives with an understanding of 
some of their strengths and limitations. A useful output is for participants to write 
up some critiques to theories chosen to show their competence of reviewing 
relevant literature.  

 

專業必修科目Compulsory Discipline Modules 

1. 拓展應用語言學研究主題 
Developing Research Themes in Applied Linguistics (3 Credits) 
In this module, participants engage in the development of research themes through 
focused pair and group activities to achieve greater understanding of the 
development of research ideas by considering such features as alignment with 
current academic and professional trends, meeting identified gaps and needs in a 
field of personal and professional interest with curiosity and relevance to contexts, 
feasibility, ethics, likely institutional and funded support, and likely applicability. 
Peer reviewing and critiques are anticipated through the discussion by participants 
in the module. This module, and the companion Research Approaches and 
Research Methods modules, develop a common theme of engaging in relevant 
literature and current research directions through questioning, envisaging and 
locating alternative ways of finding relevant answers. Participants are expected to 
produce clear arguments and rationale for their choice of research focuses. 

 
2. 研究方法和研究倫理 

Research Approaches and Ethical Issues (3 Credits) 
This module helps participants to access major approaches to research relevant to 
the field of applied linguistics so that they may gain critical appreciation of the 
nature of research, understand through philosophical theory and practical 
implications of different paradigms and orientations to research, together with 
increasing appreciation of stances towards ethical issues. Examples include 
positivist and constructivist perspectives, critical discourse and ethnographic 
approaches, and those used in second language acquisition studies. In parallel to 
this, the module illustrates evolving ideas about ethics, seen for example in 
different editions of ethical principles and (inter)national practices of linguistic, 
applied linguistic and educational research associations. Doctoral students will 
practise designing their research ideas by examining all relevant ethical 
considerations. One expected outcome is that participants will debate about their 
choice of research methods for a chosen topic and their considerations of ethical 
issues involved in their study.  
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3. 應用語言學研究方法和實踐 

Research Methods and Practices in Applied Linguistics (3 Credits) 
Standard considerations of research methods often cover quantitative (including 
relevant statistics), qualitative, mixed methods and case studies. Choices of 
method(s) depend on research purposes, the focus of articulated research questions 
in given contexts, familiarity and feasibility of given methods, and research stances 
taken. These are examined in detail through examples of published research 
guidance and applied linguistic papers which, typically, will include investigations 
related to teaching and learning language skills, classroom interaction, multilingual 
contexts, teaching learners of different age groups, language-related studies of 
media, language teacher training and professional development. Participants are 
required to consider the rationale of research methods and techniques used for their 
focused study and explain why their choices of research methods are fit for their 
research.  
 

4. 應用語言學概念和案例評估 
Evaluating Concepts and Cases in Applied Linguistics (3 Credits) 
In this module a range of seminal and currently developing concepts in applied 
linguistics will be considered in detail to enable participants to evaluate concepts 
in different contexts for their applications. Participants are encouraged to 
investigate and critique selected concepts related to professional situations for 
actual or potential investigations. The emphasis is on how relevant theories can be 
applied to solve real world problems. Example concepts are ‘context’, ‘culture’, 
‘multimodality’, ‘narrative’, ‘translanguaging’, ‘language and identity’, 
‘otherization’, and ‘materials evaluation’. Participants are required to raise cases 
related to their professional and academic contexts, identify issues and explore 
solutions for improving these issues.  
 

5. 分析研究數據方法論 
Analysing Research Data (3 Credits) 
Using predominantly a hands-on workshop approach, this module gives 
participants practical skills and insights into handling, analysing and interpreting 
different sets of quantitative and qualitative data related to situations and contexts 
of investigations encountered in previous modules. Participants are required to 
develop their analytical skills by using different quantitative and qualitative 
techniques for their research data analysis.  
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學術技能必修科目Compulsory Academic Skill Modules 

 

1. 構建和論證應用語言學的研究計劃 
Framing and Debating Research Proposals in Applied Linguistics (3 Credits) 
This module involves participants in preparing and sharing research plans as 
outlines and more detailed proposals in a series of focused discussions and debates 
for peers’ research proposals. This also intends to develop doctoral communication 
skills and academic evaluation perspectives, related, for example, to making cases 
for planned studies, e.g., to obtain institutional support and funding in collaborative 
projects. Through peer reviews and comments participants are expected to engage 
actively in the seminar series.  
 

2. 研究成果的展示與發表 
Presenting and Publishing Research (3 Credits) 
Presenting and disseminating research to varied audiences, whether orally or in 
writing, is inherent in applied linguistic investigations. This module helps 
participants to understand, appreciate and engage in giving presentations in 
different formats and contexts to varied audiences for different purposes, at 
doctoral or post-doctoral level, for example in three- or five-minute presentations, 
media interviews, talking to young people in schools, or sharing research through 
posters, papers and journal articles with language professionals and other 
researchers. The module includes consideration of peer-reviewing for journals and 
the nature of doctoral viva examinations. There will be poster or symposium events 
presented by the participants to the public who are interested in applied linguistics 
research. 

 

論文Thesis 

 

1. 論文 Thesis（15 Credits） 
This is the culmination of the programme: participants achieve a doctorate through 
their own sustained, supervised (and independently examined) work which studies, 
writes up and presents a defensible thesis. This includes work which shows 
advanced knowledge of the relevant field and makes an original contribution to 
knowledge or professional application in an applied linguistic field and is deemed 
to contain significant material worthy of publication. Doctoral candidates at the 
thesis stage engage in regular supervision sessions with supervisors and in group 
seminars to guide and support their progress. An expected outcome is a completed 
thesis through a successful viva voce, which is worthy of academic presentations 
and publications. 
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6. Assessments 
 

6.1 Attendance, Assignments, and Classroom Participation 

Students are required to attend all scheduled classes and actively participate in 
classroom discussions. Additionally, students must submit written assignments in a 
punctual manner. Students' assignments and classroom participation will be evaluated 
on an individual basis. The objective is to facilitate students' comprehensive 
understanding and application of the knowledge acquired through coursework and 
required readings. 
 

Qualification Score Grade Grading Criteria 

Excellent 83%--100% A-, A, A+ Classroom discussion demonstrates thorough 

preparation, completed all written assignments, 

active participation in peer dialogue, and an 

attendance rate of no less than 95%. 

Good 68%--82% B-, B, B+ Classroom discussion demonstrates adequate 

preparation, submission of no less than 90% of 

written assignments, active participation in peer 

dialogue, and an attendance rate of no less than 

90%. 

Fair 53%--67% C-, C, C+ Classroom discussion demonstrates moderately 

sufficient preparation, submission of no less 

than 80% of written assignments, reasonably 

active participation in peer dialogue, and an 

attendance rate of no less than 80%. 

Pass 50%--52% D Classroom discussion demonstrates insufficient 

preparation, submission of no less than 70% of 

written assignments, passive participation in 

peer dialogue, and an attendance rate of no less 

than 70%. 

Fail Less than 50% O or F Classroom discussion demonstrates severely 

inadequate preparation, submission of less than 

50% of written assignments, highly passive 

participation in peer dialogue, and an attendance 

rate of less than 70%. 
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6.2 Oral Presentation 

Students are required to analyze and evaluate the course content and related knowledge 
in a group format. Group members should meet regularly and collaborate on the case 
studies, delivering oral presentations and submitting written reports during designated 
class periods.  The purpose of the group case studies is to facilitate students' application 
of the knowledge gained through the course curriculum to practical scenarios, while also 
developing their interpersonal interaction abilities and personal communication skills. 

 
Qualification Score Grade Grading Criteria 

Excellent 83%--100% A-, A, A+ The concepts are presented in a thoroughly 

comprehensive manner. The presentation 

skillfully communicates the key elements of the 

case study to the audience, evidencing a 

profound understanding and command of the 

subject matter. It reflects the student's 

independent perspective on the topic. The case 

is reported on in a highly professional and well-

structured fashion. The student exhibits 

excellent verbal communication abilities, 

effectively conveying a highly engaging and 

coherently organized presentation to the 

audience. 

Good 68%--82% B-, B, B+ The majority of the concepts are presented in a 

thoroughly comprehensive manner. The 

presentation successfully communicates the key 

elements of the case study to the audience, 

demonstrating a profound understanding and 

grasp of the case. It reflects the student's 

professional and well-organized approach to 

reporting the case. The student exhibits good 

verbal communication skills and appropriately 

conveys an engaging and well-structured 

presentation to the audience. 

Fair 53%--67% C-, C, C+ The majority of the concepts are explained in a 

thorough manner. The oral presentation 

adequately communicates the key elements of 

the case study to the audience, demonstrating a 

fair understanding and grasp of the case. The 

case is reported on in an organized approach. 

The student exhibits good verbal 

communication skills and appropriately 

conveys a well-structured presentation to the 
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audience. 

Pass 50%--52% D The main concepts are explained in a basic 

manner. The oral presentation communicates 

the majority of the key elements of the case 

study to the audience at a very basic level, and 

the reporting on the case is somewhat organized. 

The student exhibits only basic verbal 

communication skills and delivers an averagely 

structured presentation to the audience. 

Fail Less than 50% O or F The oral presentation does not demonstrate an 

understanding or grasp of the case, and the 

reporting on the case is unprofessional and 

disorganized. The student exhibits poor verbal 

communication skills. The oral presentation 

fails to adequately address or explain the key 

concepts of the case. 

 

6.3 Written Reports 

Arranged by the course instructors, students are required to undertake project planning 
writing assignments based on the course content covered. The written submissions must 
conform to the general format and content standards applicable to project planning 
proposals. Additionally, the written reports are expected to emphasize the relevant 
academic norms and standards encompassed by the subject matter. 

 
Qualification Score Grade Grading Criteria 

Excellent 83%--100% A-, A, A+ The student has thoroughly researched and 

addressed all perspectives of the case study, 

demonstrating a clear understanding of the case 

and an exceptional ability to apply relevant 

course theories in the analysis. 

The presentation effectively highlights the key 

points of the case and provides a critical 

analysis. It presents outstanding arguments and 

a logically coherent analysis with profound 

insights. 

The paper extensively utilizes relevant literature 

and maintains a high level of academic rigor 

throughout. The overall work exhibits a strong 

academic standard. 
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Good 68%--82% B-, B, B+ The student has thoroughly researched and 

addressed all perspectives of the case study, 

demonstrating a good understanding of the case 

and the ability to apply relevant course theories 

in the analysis. 

The presentation effectively highlights the key 

points of the case and provides a critical 

analysis. It presents a logically coherent 

analysis. 

The paper extensively utilizes relevant literature 

and the overall work exhibits a high academic 

standard. 

Fair 53%--67% C-, C, C+ The student has adequately researched and 

addressed most perspectives of the case study, 

demonstrating a good understanding of the case 

but limited ability to apply course theories in the 

analysis. 

The presentation highlights some key points of 

the case and provides a critical analysis. It 

presents some arguments and a logically 

coherent analysis. 

The paper utilizes sufficient relevant literature 

and exhibits a high academic standard in parts. 

Pass 50%--52% D The perspectives have been researched and 

addressed at a basic level, indicating the 

student's limited understanding of the case and 

inability to apply course theories. 

The presentation highlights the key points of the 

case and provides a critical analysis, but lacks 

strong arguments and a fully coherent analysis. 

The paper primarily uses course materials as 

literature sources and exhibits an acceptable 

academic standard in parts. 

Fail Less than 50% O or F The perspectives are insufficiently researched 

and addressed, indicating the student's 

misunderstanding of the case. 

The arguments presented are flawed, and there 

is limited use of literature. 

The paper fails to meet the required academic 

standard. 
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7 GPA  

7.1  Students will be assessed based on their performance in a course. Class 
teachers will decide on the assessment criteria among the following: 
attendance, regular assignments, written work, experiments, internship, 
research papers, tests, examinations etc. Only attendance is a compulsory 
criterion. 

7.2 All students should strictly comply with the Regulations Governing 
Examinations and Examination Venues. Students in breach of any of the 
regulations will be disciplined in accordance with the seriousness of the 
misconduct. 

7.3 Students who are unable to take the final examination of a course because 
of illness or emergency situations can apply for make-up examination. 
Application should be submitted within one week after the examination. 
Late applications will not be accepted. 

7.4 A 4-point scale of GPA is adopted to assess a student’s performance in a 
semester. A+ is equivalent to 4.0, B+ as 3.3, C+ as 2.3, D as 1.0 and F/O is 
equivalent to 0. GPA is computed as below: 

 
            GPA=Σ(Course Credit * Grade Point) 

                ΣCourse Credits 
 

Description  Grade Grade Point 
93%-100% A+ 4.0 

88%-92% A 4.0 

83%-87% A- 3.7 

78%-82% B+ 3.3 

72%-77% B 3.0 

68%-71% B- 2.7 

63%-67% C+ 2.3 

58%-62% C 2.0 

53%-57% C- 1.7 

50%-52% D 1.0 

40%-49% F 0.0 

39% O 0.0 

Fail because of absence from class T 0.0 

Fail because of absence from examination AF 0.0 

Deferred Results DX -- 

Credit Transfer CT -- 

Course Exemption X -- 
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Deferment of studies S  --  

Withdrawal of studies W  --  

 
Note: A graduation thesis needs a score of 60 or above to be considered a passing grade. 

 
 
 

8 Thesis Supervision and Viva 
 

8.1 Dissertation Supervisors 

 
8.1.1 Students can choose a supervisor for their research work from those 

who have a doctoral degree in related fields. Professors, associate 
professors or teachers who do not have a doctoral degree in related 
fields, but have been validated in advance by the academic authority 
and teaching body of City University of Macau may also serve as 
dissertation supervisors. 

8.1.2 Teachers and students generally follow the principle of "two-way 
selection" in supervisor selection, and the academic and teaching 
administration to which the programme concerned is subordinate can 
also make assignment according to actual situation. Students generally 
select their supervisors in the first academic year. 

8.1.3 Over the module of thesis supervision, both teachers and students of 
CityU shall observe the relevant provisions on "sexual harassment", 
"gender discrimination" and "offering or accepting interests" in the 
Postgraduate Student Handbook of City University of Macau and the 
Academic Staff Handbook of City University of Macau. 

8.1.4 Within 17 months of admission, students shall complete the thesis 
proposal and such thesis proposal shall be reviewed by a thesis proposal 
review panel composed of three persons appointed by the academic and 
teaching administration. If the thesis proposal is not approved, the 
applicant may resubmit the thesis proposal for at most three times. 
Status of students who fail to pass the thesis proposal application shall 
be terminated. 

8.1.5 Any student who has doubts about the results of the dissertation 
proposal may lodge appeal. There is only one opportunity to lodge 
appeal for each dissertation proposal. 

8.1.6 Students shall register the title and plan of the doctoral thesis. If the 
thesis could not be submitted within five years after the registration of 
the title and plan, the registration shall be invalid. 

8.1.7 Thesis supervisors are required to report regularly to the academic and 
teaching administration every six months on the progress of students' 
thesis.  
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8.1.8 Students can apply for public viva only when they have completed their 
thesis, the thesis conforms to the originality requirements and standard 
format, and students pass all modules they take can they apply for viva. 

 

8.2  The Viva 
 

8.2.1 Within 60 days after Examination Committee’s appointment 
instruction, the Examination Committee shall issue preliminary 
instructions to accept theses or suggest students to revise theses and 
attach the reasons for suggestions. 

8.2.2 Students are required to revise the theses or state to maintain the 
original theses within 120 days of the initial instructions, and no 
extension is allowed. If any student fails to submit a revised thesis or 
make any statement, the student shall be deemed to have given up. 

8.2.3 The public viva of the theses shall be held within 60 days upon the date 
when students accept relevant thesis instructions or submit the revised 
theses or state to give up revising the theses. 

8.2.4 If the chair and more than half of the members of the Examination 
Committee do not attend the viva, no public viva shall be held. Any 
members of the Examination Committee may participate in the viva. 

8.2.5 Students shall be given the same viva time as the time used by members 
of the Examination Committee to raise questions or make comments. 

8.2.6 The Examination Committee shall hold a meeting after the viva to 
review the viva examination, and make a resolution on the final 
appraisal of the examination by open ballot with reasons attached, and 
no waiver of voting rights is allowed. The resolution depends on the 
majority vote of the Committee. In the case of a tie, the vote cast by the 
chair shall be final. 

8.2.7 The final appraisal is expressed as "Fail" or "Pass". 
8.2.8 There shall be a viva secretary for record keeping of the viva 

examination and minutes of the meeting of the Examination Committee, 
which shall contain the votes cast by each member and the relevant 
reasons. 

8.2.9 Students only have one chance to apply for a second oral attempt. Status 
of those who still fail shall be terminated. 
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8.3 Regulations Governing Postgraduate Thesis Plagiarism Detection 
 

The requirements for thesis plagiarism detection are based on the 
'Regulations Governing Postgraduate Thesis Plagiarism Detection' 
implemented by the Graduate School since September 2021 at the City 
University of Macau. If the regulations are updated in the future, the latest 
notice from the Graduate School regarding plagiarism detection shall 
prevail. 

 
8.3.1 The acceptable highest plagiarism rate of postgraduate thesis is 15%, 

including the overall rate and rates of core chapters, with rounding of 
the decimals of the checking rate(s) to the nearest whole number. The 
core chapters include sections of analysis, experiment, and conclusion 
of the thesis. The list of references and author’s published literature are 
excluded from the plagiarism checking, and the disputed sections will 
be reviewed and decided by the defense committee. 
 

8.3.2 Chinese theses will be checked by CNKI, and the English theses will 
be checked by Turnitin. 
 

8.3.3 After passing the first round of examination by the faculty, the 
submitted theses will be randomly checked by the Graduate School. 
Once a substandard plagiarism rate is identified, the student involved 
shall not go for oral defense. For those who have already completed the 
dissertation defense, the results of the defense will not be recognized, 
and the student shall apply for the defense again after the extension. 
 

8.3.4 If the plagiarism rate of the overall thesis or any core chapters reaches 
between 16%-20%, the student involved shall not apply for dissertation 
defense until a one-month extension. When the plagiarism rate falls 
between 21 %-25%, the extension duration will be prolonged to three 
months. If the plagiarism rate exceeds 25%, the extension duration will 
be prolonged to six months with a warning notice. 
 

8.3.5 Under the circumstances that students apply for dissertation defense the 
second time due to reasons mentioned above and the plagiarism rate of 
the overall or any core chapters still exceeds 15%, the student could 
only apply again following the extension regulations in Article 3 
mentioned above, and pay the fee of re-defense. However, for whose 
plagiarism rate exceeds 25% again, the university will terminate the 
students’ registered status and announce the termination, which will 
affect the concerned supervisor's qualification to continue to supervise 
graduate thesis.  
  


